
by DIANA PI, M.D.

Recently, I read some 
news about a man who 
was scheduled for a hip 

replacement and ended up get-
ting a 4-vessel heart bypass.

Apparently, a 57-year-old 
man saw his surgeon days before 
surgery. Because of a heart 
murmur, he was referred to car-
diologists. After a cascade of tests 
(starting with a not-routine heart 
test that measures heart calcium 
score – more about that later), he 
ended up getting his heart fixed. 
He thanked the orthopedic sur-
geon for saving his life.

Wait, I thought, What hap-
pened?

While I don’t have a prob-
lem with whom he credited for 
saving his life, I don’t want you 
to think you need the threat of 
impending surgery to shed light 
on a serious heart condition.

So let’s talk about what we 
do, including the cardiac artery 
calcium score (CACS) that start-
ed everything. 

In developed countries, 
heart disease kills 1 in 3 people. 
In primary care, we focus on two 
things: pick out who might be 
in trouble – and do something 
about it early.

To estimate your heart dis-
ease and stroke risks, we use an 
old but well researched formula 
that includes several simple 
variables – your sex, age, blood 

pressure, diabetes, smoking 
status, and cholesterol levels – 
and can estimate your chance 
of having a heart attack/stroke 
in the next 10 years – decently. 
It takes a minute to do.

In the low-risk group, we 
reinforce good lifestyle choices. 
In the high-risk group, we get 
aggressive with medications, 
like aspirin and/or statin, a 
powerful anti-inflammatory 
and cholesterol-lowering drug.

But there’s a group of 
people who fall in the interme-
diate range. We can use CACS 
to enhance our risk prediction.

CACS uses a CAT scan (CT) 
which measures calcium in 
the heart blood vessels. When 
blood vessels age they develop 
plaques (crud) on their walls. 

More stories, photos 
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wbvobserver.com   
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Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar explains how property tax dollars are allotted: Bay Village 
Schools - 55.23%, Cuyahoga County and Metroparks - 26.33%, City of Bay Village - 18.44%.

Bay Village looks to tackle 
infrastructure issues

Brian Henke and three other talented performers will bring 
Finger Style Guitar music to Unity Spiritual Center on March 10.

Wizards of Acoustic 
Guitar coming to        

Unity Spiritual Center

by SHIRLEY MACFARLAND

Four extraordinary gui-
tarists from right here 
in our community will 

perform in Wizards of Acoustic 
Guitar at Unity Spiritual Center, 
23855 Detroit Road, Westlake, 
on Friday, March 10, at 7:00 p.m.

The magnificently talented 
musicians are: Jesse Smith, 
2021 International Finger Style 
Champion; Pete Cavano, regular 
guest guitarist at The Chet Atkins 
Appreciation Society; Brian 
Henke, International Finger 
Style Champion Finalist; and 
newcomer Scott Schlegel, Clas-

sical guitarist and University of 
Akron graduate. Together, they 
will inspire and entertain you 
with their incredible talent.

Finger Style Guitar playing 
is a melodious and sometimes 
percussive style of guitar playing. 
One of the most famous finger 
style guitarists was Chet Atkins. 
Often, the guitarist will play the 
melody notes, interspersed with 
the melody’s accompanying 
chords and the deep bassline 
simultaneously. Some finger-
picking guitarists also intersperse 
percussive tapping along with the 
melody, chords, and bassline.

How doctors guess your heart attack risk
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

 See HEART, page 2
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by TARA WENDELL

Bay Village residents are well aware of the 
infrastructure improvements made last 
year when the two main thoroughfares, 

Lake and Wolf roads, each received a makeover. In 
2023, Mayor Paul Koomar aims to go deeper – as 
in underground. 

The city is dealing with mandates from the 
Environmental Protection Agency – at both the 
state and federal levels – to reduce sanitary sewer 
runoff into Lake Erie during periods of heavy rain.

Mayor Koomar discussed his administration’s 
plans during the annual State of the City address 
on March 3.

 See INFRASTRUCTURE, page 2
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Some plaques contain calcium, which 
makes the vessel walls literally bone-
like. The total calcium burden cor-
relates well with the degree of heart 
disease.

So why don’t we schedule CACS 
CT on everybody?

First, it’s an indirect measure of 
the actual blockage.

Last year, my brother’s cholesterol 
shot up. His doctor ordered a CACS 
CT. His score came back high, surpris-
ing us.

He underwent another CT that 
looked at each blood vessel. Another 
surprise: the vessel with the high cal-
cium score had minimal blockage, but 
the vessel with low calcium score had 
advanced blockage.

CACS is like a tool that measures 
the extent of rust on a pipe. The rust 
reflects troubled pipes but not neces-
sarily the extent of crud inside the pipe.

My brother went on statin and 
aspirin and a second drug for blood 
pressure. He still exercises. But he 
admits every time he’s short of breath, 

he worries he’s getting angina. His diet 
changed drastically; there are more 
greens on his plates.

Another issue with CACS: it may 
underestimate risk in some people, 
especially women and young people, 
and be falsely reassuring. A study 
showed that up to 30% of heart attacks 
and strokes have a CACS of 0.

Instead of dwelling on the nuances 
of CACS, I have two urgent messages. 
First, heart disease starts early, early as 
in late teens and early 20s.

Calcium in blood vessels takes 
decades to develop. By mid 50s, 1 in 3 
have positive CACS.

My second message: at any stage 
of heart disease, many risks are modifi-
able. Sure you can’t change your age, 
race, family history or tradition that 
everybody must wear the same sweater 
for the Christmas photo, but simple 
lifestyle changes can significantly drop 
your risk of heart disease.

On a good note, the missing-
his-hip-surgery guy did well after his 
bypass surgery. In a week, he was “able 
to walk a mile and a half without stop-
ping.” What’s good for the heart is good 
for the joints. 

This concert is a fundraiser for Unity 
Spiritual Center Westlake. Admission is 
$20 for adults and $10 for youth (ages 8 to

 18). There will be refreshments and 
three raffles: a 50/50 Raffle, a Magical 
Music Raffle and – because it is March 
in Ohio – a set of kites for the Family Fun 
Raffle. Wizard musician CDs will also be 
on sale. Doors open and raffle sales begin 
at 6:15 p.m. The concert starts at 7 p.m. 

New this year will be several door 

prizes and Prosperity Bucks will be 
sold at the concert. Prosperity Bucks 
are a donation to the church and can 
be exchanged for raffle tickets, refresh-
ments or given to a friend to use at the 
concert. Go to unityspiritualcenter.com/
wizards-acoustic-guitar to purchase 
tickets. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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As a member of the Rocky River Waste 
Water Treatment Plant – along with Rocky 
River, Westlake and Fairview Park – Bay Vil-
lage is responsible for the implementation 
of Ohio EPA’s No Feasible Alternatives Plan 
to reduce the amount of stormwater flowing 
into the sanitary sewer system. There are 
several projects planned over the next 15 
years to execute that plan.

To comply with a U.S. EPA mandate 
concerning federal Clean Water Act stan-
dards, the city plans to install an equaliza-
tion tank that will allow for the closure of the 
final sanitary sewer overflow on Lake Road 
that empties into the lake. With expected 
financing from a low-interest Ohio EPA 
loan, the $14 million tank will be installed 
mostly underground in the field across from 
the middle school. It will have a capacity of 
1.5 million gallons to handle sewer overflow 
during heavy rain events. 

“It’s expensive but we think it’s the least 
expensive way to get this accomplished,” 
Koomar said, adding that other cities facing 
similar mandates that have neglected to 
comply with the EPA have been issued large 
fines in addition to the cost of the required 
corrections. “Clean water for Lake Erie is 
hugely important; when you layer on the 

fact that Huntington Beach is so 
close by, it makes it even more 
important.”

An ordinance to raise sewer 
rates and add a stormwater fee to 
address these costs is pending 
before City Council.

Mayor Koomar is also look-
ing to assemble a long-term 
plan to handle the city’s aging 
infrastructure needs. With 70 
miles of sanitary sewer lines, 
5 pump stations, 68 miles of 
storm sewers and 2,400 catch basins, not 
to mention 71 miles of water lines, his goal is 
to have a strategy in place to address future 
repairs.

“We really have to look out and make 
sure that we can understand what needs to 
be fixed in what order and maintained so we 
can keep the system functioning,” he said.

Aside from infrastructure needs, 
Koomar also shared updates on other 2023 
initiatives which include completing the 
Village Green project between city hall 
and the new library, installing a pedestrian 
bridge to connect the east and west sides of 
Cahoon Park, and wrapping up a fire station 
feasibility study to determine the best way of 

improving the 52-year-old building.
To view slides from Mayor Koomar’s 

presentation with updates on every city 
department, visit cityofbayvillage.com. 

INFRASTRUCTURE from front page    

An interceptor sewer line that carries 
wastewater from Bay Village to the treatment 
plant in Rocky River.

A sewer line runs across Cahoon Creek.
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Treat your (future) self.
Big rate. Pick your term.

3-6-9 month CDs @ 3.55% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.55% for the 3-month certificate, 3.55% for the 6-month certificate, 3.55% the 9-month certificate and is accurate as of 12/2/2022. At maturity, the 3-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 3-months, the 6-month certificate 
renews for a term of 6-months, the 9-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 9-months. Promotional rates available for new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with the bank. Funds must remain on deposit for the term of the  

certificate. A penalty for early withdrawal may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. The minimum to open the certificate of deposit is $500. This special is available for a limited time and is subject to change without notice.

ffl.net/ratespecial

Joseph and Lydia Cahoon 
Family Homestead,         
27715 Lake Road, c. 1818
The fourth in a series of articles to be 
published as a walking tour of Lake Road 
by the Bay Village Historical Society in 
2025.

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

This home replaced a log structure 
constructed in 1810 when the 
Cahoon family were the first pio-

neers in Dover Township. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
The oldest part of the frame structure 
was constructed by Joseph and his son 
Joel using timbers milled in their saw-
mill on the premises.

After serving in the War of 1812 and 
work out of town as a contractor, and 
the death of his parents, Joel returned 

to live in the home 
with his wife Mar-
garet who named it 
Rose Hill because of 
rose bushes planted 
by Lydia. Joel died in 
1882 and the prop-
erty passed to his five 
unmarried children.

S o m e t i m e 
during the Victorian 
era, a fashionable 
parlor was added 
onto the northeast 
corner of the struc-
ture and additional bedrooms were con-
structed under a peaked Gothic Revival 
roof. Ida Marie was the last surviving sib-

ling. When she died in 1917, she willed 
the entire 115-acre homestead property 
to the Village of Bay. The house was used 

as a library from 1921 to 1960 and as a 
museum since 1974. 

LAKE ROAD WALKING TOUR

A painting of the Cahoon family homestead in Cahoon Memorial Park.

by CAROLYN STEIGMAN

It’s been a long winter and now it’s 
finally time to enjoy the promise of 
warmer weather and pack away that 

shovel and winter coat. For many folks, 

starting seeds indoors is an annual ritual 
that signals spring has arrived.

The Westlake Garden Club is waking 
up from its winter slumber and starting 
the year with a special program on start-
ing seeds indoors. The speaker for the 

event is a certified master gardener and 
even experienced gardeners may learn a 
new trick or two. The Wednesday, March 
15, event starts with a club meeting at 
10:30 a.m. at the Westlake Community 
Center at 28975 Hilliard Road. It’s in 
the same development as the Westlake 
Recreation Center. The talk will begin 
at 11 a.m.

While there, check out what’s grow-
ing in the new Westlake Garden Club’s 

Remembrance Garden, which was just 
planted in the fall. It’s located on the 
north side of the building. Before the 
meeting visit the cafe for free coffee or 
free tea. You may decide to join others to 
have a bite to eat after the meeting too. 
The meeting room is next to the cafe.

If you aren’t a member of the club, 
guests are welcome. Come check out 
the club before you decide to join. No 
advance registration is required. 

Planting seeds of promise
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB
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 Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni  
 & cheese, shrimp or Pierogies.  Sides: mac & cheese, pizza, 
 Pierogies, and shrimp.  All meals include 
 French fries, coleslaw, and dessert. 
 Iced tea and lemonade served. 
 Soda available for purchase. 

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $18 Adult •$11 Seniors & Children • Carry Out Avail. 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays from Feb 24th thru Mar 31st 

Parish Activity Center 
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 

by JEFF BING

As we slowly begin (hope-
fully) to drag ourselves 
out of winter, let’s peruse 

the professional sports world …
First, I can’t be more excited 

at the Guardians’ recent signing 
of Josh Bell. Sure, it’s only a two-
year deal, and Bell can opt out 
of the second year if he chooses, 
but I’m okay with that. Why?

It goes deeper than that. It 
indicates to me that the Dolans 
have bought into last year’s suc-
cess and are trying to fill some 

gaps to hopefully allow this club 
to proceed to the next level this 
year, a radical change in philoso-
phy for them.

Additionally, Bell is only 30 
(although, yes, an “old guy” on 
the Guardians roster) and he 
can be that middle-of-the-order 
protection for Jose Ramirez the 
team so desperately needs. We 
have a very talented group of 
young players, and the Dolans 
very easily could have waited 
to see if someone younger (and 
cheaper) could step in and do 
the job, but they opted not to roll 

the dice and instead spent the 
money on Bell … now!

Finally, I think the Dolans 
are acknowledging the fluid 
dynamics of baseball today. They 
have watched the proverbial 
“window of opportunity” close 
sooner than expected on previ-
ous good, young Indians teams 
in the recent past, which does 
not exactly endorse their typical 
“no need to rush into anything” 
approach (especially when it 
comes to spending).

Sure, I’d like to have Bell for 
3 or 4 years guaranteed, but I’ll 
take Bell for the year. Besides, 
length of contract holds no guar-
antees. Look at it this way: Jimmy 
Haslam has essentially been 
on a long-term contract since 
he bought the Browns in 2012. 
How’s that working out so far?

Speaking of Jimmy and Dee, 
geez, you can’t turn your back on 
them for a minute, can you?

They have acquired a 25% 
share in the NBA’s Milwaukee 
Bucks, which have a reported 
$3.5 billion valuation (U.S. cur-
rency, not Monopoly money). I 
guess it makes sense now that 
they’ve turned the Browns into a 
well-oiled machine; a perennial 
Super Bowl contender. Yep, it 
makes all the sense in the world. 
Besides, if they used the same 
valuation formula they used on 
Deshaun Watson, they probably 
overpaid the Bucks something 
like 2.5 times their actual value. 
My guess is that Jimmy was 
attracted to the Milwaukee fran-
chise because he likes anything 
that has to do with bucks, right?

And as far as you poor 

Milwaukee Bucks season ticket 
holders are concerned; I have 
one piece of advice for you: Run! 
Run like the wind! Your days of 
winning basketball are over. 
Once Jimmy and Dee decide to 
tweak things up a bit, you’ll be 
on the bottom looking up. Just 
ask any Browns fan. We feel so 
bad for you.

Oh, and it doesn’t surprise 
me in the least that Jimmy and 
Dee want a new playpen for 
their football team – at taxpayer 
expense! Don’t let them extort a 
new stadium out of you Cleve-
land (or “we’ll have no choice 
but to relocate to another city.”)

Let them relocate. At this 
point, I’d rather start over 
again with another expansion 
team. How could you tell the 
difference? 

SPORTING VIEWS

An amateur’s propourri 
– of sorts – in sports

by DENNY WENDELL

If you had the opportunity 
in late February and early 
March to view two of our 

solar system’s planets in close 
conjunction, it was a special 
astronomical event. 

A conjunction is when two 
astronomical objects appear 
close to each other in the sky, as 
seen from our view on Earth. 

Venus and Jupiter could be 
seen together after sunset above 
the west-southwest horizon 
from Feb. 20 to March 3, with 
the closest approach of about 
the width of a pinky finger on 
March 1. 

These two planets 
appeared close in size even 
though Venus has a 3,760 mile 
radius, only slightly smaller 
than Earth, while Jupiter has 
a 43,441 mile radius, 11 times 
Earth’s size. 

Venus has no moons, while 
Jupiter has 92-plus moons. 
Ganymede is Jupiter’s largest 
moon and the largest in the 
solar system. It is bigger than 
the planet Mercury and nearly 
half the diameter of Earth. 

The planets can still be 
observed in the western sky 
at dusk and after, but they 
are farther apart with Venus 
being above Jupiter. 

Jupiter (left) and Venus viewed above the 
Cahoon Memorial Park gazebo on March 1, 2023.
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A graphic of the relative size of the solar system’s planets and the sun.  
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A graphic of the relative distance of the solar system’s planets and the sun.  
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by DAVE PFISTER

It’s time to announce the 
winners of the 2023 Cutest 
Pet in Westlake contest!
The contest is broken 

down into 4 divisions: Cat, 
Senior Dogs over 9 years, Dogs 
2 to 9 years old, and Puppies. 
Our winners are listed in that 
order. Westlake is home to so 
many fabulous pets. Our judges 
always have a difficult time 
selecting our winners.

This year we have: Mia, 
a Russian Blue cat; Mandy, 
a Puggle; Farrah, a Labrador 
Samoyed; and Denali, a Giant 
Schnoodle.

Here is some background 
information on each of our win-
ners.

Mia is part of the Elswerth 
Family and she got her name 
from the Spanish word for 
“mine.” She quickly became 
her mom’s fur baby. This 
8-year-old lady is a rescue who 
found her family at a Christian 
campground. Favorite things 
for Mia are morning breakfast 
from her daddy, Tasty Temp-
tations, playing with her laser 
pointer, going for walks in 

her stroller, and enjoy-
ing naps on either her 
Mommy or one of her 
Sherpa blankets.

Mandy is a member 
of the Haumesser family. 
Her name was given to 
her by the rescue and 
her mommy decided 
that it suited her and 
chose to keep it. Choos-
ing this breed came 
about when friends 
thought Mandy would 
be fit for someone they 
knew.  At the time, 
Mandy was in foster 
care; but her smile, love 
of people, and silliness 
made for that good fit 
and a match was made. 
We regret to note that 
Mandy passed over the 
Rainbow Bridge on Jan. 
19, 2023, at the age of 13 
after a courageous battle 
with cancer. Fruits, veg-
etables, ice cream, and 
chicken noodle soup 
were all food favorites. 
Being in the sunshine 
and outdoors, going on outings 
to dog bakeries, the lake, and 
dog parks with walks, getting 

pet, and dressing to go out were 
her favorites.

Nine-year-old Farrah got 
her name from the Vanhorns 

because they are both children 
of the 1970s, loved Farrah Faw-
cett, and believe the name is 
a beautiful one. Love at first 

sight on a rescue web-
site brought Farrah to 
Westlake. Strip cheese, 
wrestling with daddy, 
belly rubs, long walks 
in the woods, and visit-
ing friends in the neigh-
borhood make this girl 
happy.

Denali is part of 
a Coast Guard family 
whose last assignment 
was in Alaska. He is 
named after the famous 
mountain and the name 
means “The Great One.” A 
compromise was reached 
when Mr. Keller wanted a 
big active dog, while Mrs. 
Keller was used to Mini 
Schnoodles, so a larger 
version fit the bill. At 18 
months, Denali is fond of 
turkey due to allergies to 
most proteins, walks in 
the Rocky River Reserva-
tion, getting pet, swim-
ming at Columbia Beach, 
the attention of being in 
costume contests and 

working as a therapy dog with 
students.

Congratulations to our 
winners and their families. 

Westlake Historical Society announces annual pet contest winners

Assisted Living Move-in Special

TV65''freeaEnjoyEnjoy a free 65'' TV
aPlus Premium streaming service and waived

community fee, a $3,000 value!

Keep your physician, or utilize an
O'Neill Healthcare physician partner.

Skilled Nursing - -Care DialysisAssisted Living - Independent Living - Rehabilitative Therapies - Memory Support - Hospice

Bay Village | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted | North Ridgeville

Exclusions apply, limited available untiltime offer, only 4/1/23

tour!ascheduletoONeillHC.comvisitor
386-6687(216)atMurphyAnneCallCall Anne Murphy at (216) 386-6687

or visit ONeillHC.com to schedule a tour!

Denali

Mia Mandy

Farrah

by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

The historical drama “Ada & the 
Engine” by Lauren Gunderson 
continues Clague Playhouse’s 

95th season.  
As the British Industrial Revolu-

tion dawns, young Ada Byron Lovelace 
(daughter of the flamboyant and notori-
ous Lord Byron) sees the boundless cre-

ative potential in the “analytic engines” of 
her friend and soul mate Charles Babbage, 
inventor of the first mechanical computer. 
Ada envisions a whole new world where 
art and information converge – a world 
she might not live to see. A music-laced 
story of love, friendship, and the edgiest 
dreams of the future. Jane Austen meets 
Steve Jobs in this poignant pre-tech 
romance heralding the computer age.

Anne McEvoy directs our cast of 
Eileen Canepari as Mary Sommerville, 
DeLee Cooper as Lady Anabella Byron, 
Nicole Coury as Ada Byron Lovelace, 
Andrew Keller as Lord Lovelace, Keith 
Kornajcik as Byron and Brian Pedaci as 
Charles Babbage. The play runs March 
17 through April 8 on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 2 
p.m. Admission is $21 for adults, $20 for 

seniors (60+), and $13 for students (any 
age with a valid ID) and may be purchased 
by calling the Box Office at 440-331-0403 
Wednesday through Saturday from 1-6 
p.m. or visiting www.clagueplayhouse.
org. Clague Playhouse is located at 1371 
Clague Road in Westlake.

Limited free student tickets (high 
school and college) are available by call-
ing the Box Office at 440-331-0403 to 
reserve for any Clague Playhouse Thurs-
day performance, and showing a student 
ID at the time of ticket pickup. 

Historical drama comes to Clague Playhouse
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Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s upcoming calendar of events. 
All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or 
follow the library on Facebook and 
Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, March 8 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
Ready, Set, Kindergarten – Children 
ages 4 and 5 are invited to rotate through 
skill stations in preparation for making 
the big leap into Kindergarten. Please 
register.

Wednesdays, March 8 and 15 (4:30-
6 p.m.) Bow Wow Books – Stop by 
Youth Services to sign up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a therapy dog. Sign 
up starts at 4 p.m. Recommended for 
grades K-4.

Wednesdays, March 8, 15 and 22 
(7-7:30 p.m.) and Saturdays, March 11 
and 18 (10:30-11 a.m.) Family Story-
time – Join us for rhymes, songs and 
play! For families with children ages 2-6 
with a caregiver. Siblings are welcome.

Wednesday, March 8 (7-8 p.m.) 
Cookbook Discussion: Talk About 
Your Favorite Recipe! – Pick a cook-
book from our library shelves, and bring 
a dish to share! This meeting will focus 
on Irish foods! Please register.

Wednesday, March 8 (7-8 p.m.) 
One Community Reads Book Dis-
cussion – Join us for a special discus-
sion of Andrea Elliott’s book “Invisible 
Child: Poverty, Survival and Hope in an 
American City.” Participants are respon-
sible for procuring a copy of the book to 
prepare for this discussion. Please see a 
staff member if you’d like us to assist you 
in doing so. Please register.

Thursday, March 9 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
iPhone & iPad User Group – Do you 
own an iOS smartphone (iPhone) or 
tablet (iPad)? Bring it with your ques-
tions (or tips!) to this guided user group. 
Please register.

Thursday, March 9 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade – Love Roblox? Then 
join us in the Roblox Arcade! We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens 
in grades 4-6 to hang out with their 
friends and enjoy some of the most pop-

ular games via Zoom. Join us in person 
on online. Please register.

Thursday, March 9 (6:30-7:15 p.m.) 
Adapted Storytime – Join us for this 
storytime designed for children who 
may not be successful in a typical story-
time. Content is geared toward ages 3-7. 
Please register.

Thursday, March 9 (7-8 p.m.) 
Thursday Night Book Discussion 
– This month’s title is “The Echo Wife” 
by Sarah Gailey. The group meets the 
second Thursday of odd months. Par-
ticipants will need to obtain their own 
copies of the title. 

Friday, March 10 (4:15-5:15 p.m.) 
Inclusive Storytime and Craft with 
Author Lindsay Bonilla – Join us 
for an inclusive storytime followed by 
a craft session with children’s author 
Lindsay Bonilla. For children with dis-
abilities and typical peers, ages 3-10. 
Lindsay Bonilla is the author of the pic-
ture books “Polar Bear Island,” winner 
of 2018 Parent’s Choice Silver Award, 
and “I Love You With All Of My Hearts,” 
which was featured in The Wall Street 
Journal. Please register.

Saturday, March 11 (1-2 p.m.) 
Pokémon Fun! – This will be a time 
to view and trade cards, do a craft (if 
desired), and play a Pokémon Bingo 
game. Feel free to bring your cards! Ages 
6-11.

Sunday, March 12 (2-3 p.m.) Brick 
Builders – Do you love Legos? Then 
bring your ideas and imagination to 
Brick Builders! Bricks provided. No reg-
istration required, but room capacity is 
limited. First come, first served. Ages 
5-12.

Sunday, March 12 (2-4 p.m.) Anime 
Club – A great club for anime and 
manga lovers! All otaku and newbies 
welcome! Grades 7-adult.

Monday, March 13 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Spring Crafts Pick-Up – Celebrate 
Spring with some fun crafts! Kits are 
available for pick up through 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 19, unless other arrange-
ments are made. Please register.

Monday, March 13 (1-2 p.m.) Vir-
tual Author Talk: David Epstein 
– You’re invited to a conversation with 
New York Times bestselling author 
David Epstein as he chats about his 

most recent book, “Range: Why Gener-
alists Triumph in a Specialized World.” 
Streamed live. Please register.

Mondays, March 13 and 20 (3:30-
5:30 p.m.) Teen Lounge – Need a place 
to hang after school? Come to WPPL’s 
Teen Lounge on Monday afternoons! 
Video games, board games, snacks and 
more!

Monday, March 13 and Wednesday, 
March 22 (6-8:30 p.m.) HeartSaver 
CPR/AED – Get certified for adult, 
child, and infant CPR and AED. Class 
led by certified instructors from UH St. 
John Medical Center. Visit uhems.org/
event-search to register. Email account 
required. Participants under the age of 
14 must have a parent or legal guardian 
in class. If any questions, contact the 
instructors at uh4cpr@gmail.com. 

Mondays, March 13, 20 and 27 
(7-8:30 p.m.) Simple Steps for Start-
ing a Business – Join us for sessions 
3-5 of this five-part series exploring the 
many facets of starting a business. The 
sessions will explore Marketing Plans, 
Financial Plans and Funding Your Busi-
ness. Presented by SCORE Cleveland. 
Please register.

Tuesday, March 14 (4:30-5:15 p.m.) 
STEAM Club: Our Solar System 
– Join Mrs. K as we explore our sun’s 
family of planets. Discover the rocky 
inner planets and outer gas giants 
through hands-on experiments, active 
participation and a simple take-home 
project. Grades 1-2. Please register.

Tuesday, March 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Tuesday Evening Book Club (In 
Person AND Virtual) – Join the WPPL 
Tuesday Evening Book Club in person 
or on Zoom to discuss “The Maid” by 
Nita Prose. The discussion will be held 
in person and on Zoom simultaneously. 
Please register. If you register for the 
Zoom option you will receive a Zoom 
invitation and instructions by email.

Tuesday, March 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
You Think You Know the Queen: A 
Tribute to Queen Elizabeth II – Julie 
Koenig, a lifelong Royal watcher, shares 
her insight and knowledge into the life 
and times of Queen Elizabeth II. Please 
register.

Wednesday, March 15 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Dis-
cussion – This month’s title is “Take 
My Hand” by Dolen Perkins-Valdez. A 
limited number of books are available 
for checkout at the Circulation Desk.

Thursday, March 16 (11 a.m.-noon) 
Fundraising for Your Nonprofit – 

Are you new to the nonprofits or just 
want to brush up on your fundraising 
skills? Join us for a series of workshops 
that offer tips and techniques on the 
grantseeking process. This month’s 
topic is Introduction to Finding Grants. 
Remaining workshops will be held on 
May 18, Sept. 21 and Nov. 16. Please 
register.

Saturday, March 18 (2-3 p.m.) Learn 
About Ramadan (Really, Not Even 
Water?) – Curious about the month of 
Ramadan and how millions of people 
fast for 30 days in the month of Rama-
dan? Join us for an informational session 
and enjoy cultural treats from around 
the world! This program is presented by 
the Westside Cleveland Muslim Associa-
tion (WCMA). Please register.

Saturday, March 18 (2-4 p.m.) Sto-
ries in Shadow – Learn about the art of 
shadow puppetry, watch a performance, 
and make your own shadow puppets to 
take home. For students in grades 2-5. 
Registration begins March 11.

Monday, March 20 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Fine Motor Fun Kit Pick-Up – Pick up 
this fun kit and practice fine motor skills 
at home! For children ages 3-7. Registra-
tion begins March 13.

Monday, March 20 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
True Crime Book Club: “A Killer by 
Design” by Ann Burgess – A great 
way to discover new and classic true 
crime writing. Please register.

Monday, March 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Maker Monday: Smart Home Devic-
es – Learn about Amazon Echo (Alexa), 
Google Home and Nest, plus other smart 
home devices. Please register.

Tuesday, March 21 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Microsoft Excel and Introduction to 
Northstar – Learn the basics of Micro-
soft Excel and how to access Northstar 
Digital Literacy for self-paced online 
learning. Registration begins March 14.

Tuesday, March 21 (4-5 p.m.) Virtu-
al Author Talk: Jernard A. Wells – A 
talk that will leave you starved for more! 
Join us as we chat with celebrity chef 
Jernard Wells about his newest cook-
book, “Southern Inspired.” Streamed 
live. Please register.

Tuesday, March 21 (7-8 p.m.) 
Young Adult Book Club: “Nick & 
Norah’s Infinite Playlist” by Rachel 
Cohn – Those unable to attend in 
person can join us simultaneously via 
Zoom. Please register. Books available 
in Youth Services. 

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
upcoming calendar of events

Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30+ years of Experience

216-287-4761
All Repairs

Renovations
Free Estimates

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2022WBVO

Pre-school to teens, classes are
during the 11:00 a.m. service,
For more info, contact Joy F. Smith,
yfmdirector@unityspiritualcenter.com
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The Observer is open 
to all Bay Village and 

Westlake residents who 
want to participate in 
sharing positive news. 
It’s fun, easy and free 

to become an Observer. 
Visit our website at 

wbvobserver.com and 
click on Member Center 

to sign up and be a 
part of this growing 
community project! 

Questions? Email staff@
wbvobserver.com 

The citizen-powered newspaper

Join In!
Share Your News, 
Photos & Events

Voted Best    
Non-Daily Newspaper in Ohio: 

Community Newspaper, 3rd Place
 Press Club of Cleveland's 2022 All Ohio 

Excellence in Journalism Awards
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by DENISE ROSENBAUM 

He won.
Allow me to explain. It had been 4-1/2 

years since my last cat, my buddy of almost 19 
years, had passed. It was an extremely difficult 
goodbye. After that, I had moved and was busy 
settling into my new house and enjoying the 
wildlife there.

Some feral cats in the neighborhood had 
even claimed me and started hanging out around 
my house. I had had plenty of opportunities to 
get a new cat or kitten, but had resisted, partly 
because I didn’t want to go through losing a fur 
baby again despite the years of joy they give.

Then, one day on a visit to the animal shel-
ter at the Westlake police station, there was a 
lone, tiny, black fuzzball of a kitten. I was told it 
was feral. It turned out to be quite the opposite 
– the most affectionate kitten I had ever met!

Two days later, I brought him home and 
eventually named him Licorice. He is very 
smart, playful and entertaining, has an amaz-

ing temperament and is wonderful company. 
Licorice has grown into a gorgeous cat, a source 
of “purr” joy, the fluff of my life.

He won. Actually, we both won. 

by TAK SATO

This question “what would you 
take out of a burning house?” 
has been asked many times over, 

in popular media and in private chat-
terings, with the answer often being 
“photos.” Why? Because we all know that 
memories are priceless!

Hindsight is always 20/20 but I 
wish I had the foresight to use “archival” 
quality materials  – paper, ink, plastic 
– when printing photos, when arrang-
ing photos in the album pockets, and 
while scrapbooking (the memory pres-
ervation methodology of choice for my 
wife). Since we didn’t use archival qual-
ity materials, we’ve found some photos 

fading, album pages falling apart, photo 
corners curling up, and pictures kept in 
shoeboxes showing wear-and-tear.

I recently came across several old 
albums from our courtship years – yes, 
we were college sweethearts – that had 
the plastic see-through pockets that 
I thought was to protect the pictures, 
actually doing the opposite by fusing 
onto the photos and ruining them. To 
add insult to injury, the film negatives 
are AWOL, perhaps lost when we moved 
into our forever home.

With digital photography, digital 
cameras first replaced film based cam-
eras in the late 1990s. It then evolved to 
smartphones and tablets with cameras 
becoming our go-to device for capturing 

the Kodak moments. Granted, we have 
a totally different kind of challenge with 
digital photography which is not preser-
vation but “presentation.” That will be a 
topic for another time. Back to the old 
print photos …

I initially tried scanning these 
using a flatbed scanner but it was too 
time consuming. Also the photos were 
often too fragile to survive being pulled 
from the album pages they were stuck 
to. Remember, negatives of these old 
photos were nowhere to be found and 
even if some negatives were available, 
it was still too time consuming to use a 
flatbed scanner.

When smartphones became ubiq-
uitous, I tried taking pictures of these 
old photos to “digitize” them before 
they deteriorated further. The problem 
was that it introduced shadows and/or 
flash glares that made them not optimal 
digital photos.

As they say, “there’s an app for 
that” and there was. It’s called “Photo-
Scan” and is available in both Play Store 
(Android-based smartphones and tab-
lets) and App Store (iPhones and iPads). 
It is made by Google. Although not 100% 
perfect, I like the resultant digital photos 
of these old print photos.

The main feature I like is that they 
eliminate glares from lighting and flash 
while also eliminating shadows that 
were present when just taking a digital 
photo of the printed pictures. There are 
more features you can use to even beau-
tify the old pictures to some extent.

The inspiration for this column 
was that I just used the PhotoScan app 
again to digitize more old pictures my 
mom had when I visited her recently. It 
reminded me how easy it is to use and 
produced good results. Yep, my mom too 
has old pictures needing to be digitized 
and the PhotoScan app is the answer! 

PhotoScan app to the rescue
THE DIGITAL WORLD

READER'S OPINION

The fluff of my life

by GEORGE RYAN

Spring came early this year.
The birds came early too.
Yes, nothing is the same.
Nevertheless, looking at the blue sky,
We must find hope in this troubled world.

Poem About Early Spring

Licorice shows off his belly fluff.

by KAREN MISCIAGNA

Bay High School has earned the 
College Board AP Computer Sci-
ence Female Diversity Award for 

achieving high female representation 
in AP Computer Science A. Schools 
honored with the AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award have expanded 
girls’ access in AP computer science 
courses.

More than 1,100 institutions 
achieved either 50% or higher female 
representation in one of the two AP 
computer science courses or a per-
centage of the female computer sci-
ence exam takers meeting or exceeding 
that of the school’s female population 
during the 2021-22 school year. In 2022, 
Bay High School was one of 209 recog-
nized in the category of AP Computer 
Science A nationally, and one of 25 in 

the state of Ohio.
“We’re thrilled to congratulate our 

female AP computer science students 
and their teacher, Mr. Brent Neibecker, 
on this step toward gender parity in 
computer science education,” said Bay 
High School Principal Jason Martin. 
“We’re honored that our school earned 
this distinction and look forward to 
seeing these young women and others 
pursue and achieve success in com-
puter science education and careers.”

“Computer science is the source 
code of our economy and so much of 
our daily lives,” said Trevor Packer, Col-
lege Board Head of the AP Program. 
“In the five years since we began the 
AP Computer Science Female Diver-
sity Award, it’s been heartening to see 
schools like Bay High School welcome 
so many more young women into this 
vital field.”

AP Computer Science A (CSA) stu-
dents learn to design and implement 
computer programs that solve problems 
relevant to today’s society. AP Com-
puter Science A, which first debuted in 
1988, continues to grow and female par-
ticipation has increased 39% since 2017. 
Overall AP computer science course 
participation has increased 103% since 
2017, broadening STEM career oppor-
tunities for more students.

Providing female students with 
access to computer science courses 
is critical to ensuring gender parity in 
the industry’s high-paying jobs and to 
drive innovation, creativity, and repre-
sentation. The median annual wage for 
computer and information technology 
occupations was $97,430 in May 2021. 
However, women represent just 24% of 
the five million people in computing 
occupations.

According to a Google study, 54% 
of female computer science majors took 
AP CSA in high school. College Board 
research finds that students are nearly 
twice as likely to enroll in AP CSA after 
taking AP CSP.

These findings highlight the impor-
tance of schools nationwide achieving 
gender parity in AP computer science 
classrooms. Female students remain 
underrepresented in our high school 
computer science classes, accounting 
for just 33% of AP Computer Science 
Principles participants and 25% of AP 
Computer Science A participants. Cur-
rently, 51% of high schools teach foun-
dational computer science. The 1,105 
schools that receive this year’s AP Com-
puter Science Female Diversity Award 
serve as inspirations and models for all 
U.S. high schools. 

Bay High earns ‘AP Computer Science A’ Female Diversity Award

Snowdrops in late February in Bay Village.

Advertise in 
the Observer

If your target market is Westlake & Bay Village, reach your largest audience with the Observer and get 2 weeks of 
community-wide exposure in each issue! For details, email us at staff@wbvobserver.com or call 440-409-0114.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
William Black, Joan Kemper, Bill Moroney,

Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

15.4

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. 
Please note that charitable contributions are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. 

For questions about donating or more information on how to get involved, contact publishers 
Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 
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Vice President, Investments

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Wednesday, March 8, 10 a.m.
HERB GUILD MEETING
The first meeting of 2023 is a “meet the mem-
bers” meeting, which will start at 10:30. A lunch 
will be served at noon. Guests are very wel-
come to come and see what the Herb Guild is 
all about. For more information, call 440-382-
5840 or visit theherbguild.org. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Thursday, March 9, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
SIX WEEKS IN AUSTRALIA
You don’t have to take the 26-hour flight! Ann 
and Dave Sartin share their film of exotic ani-
mals, whale watching, indigenous culture, pirate 
waters, and a lighthouse a few miles from Ant-
arctica. Sponsored by the Bay Village Women’s 
Club. Free and open to the public. See you 
there, mate.
Bay Village Library Meeting Room, 27400 
Wolf Rd.

Saturday, March 11, 7-9:30 p.m.
WEST SHORE FILM SERIES PRESENTS “AF-
TERSHOCK”
Following the preventable deaths of their loved 
ones due to childbirth complications, two fami-

lies galvanize activists, birth-workers and physi-
cians to reckon with one of the most pressing 
American crises of our time – the U.S. maternal 
health crisis. “Aftershock” introduces us to 
myriad people including a growing brother-
hood of surviving Black fathers, along with the 
work of midwives and physicians on the ground 
fighting for institutional reform. Dr. Heather 
Rice from Birthing Beautiful Communities will 
talk about local efforts and answer questions 
after the film.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 
20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Wednesday, March 15, 6-7 p.m.
GENEALOGY HELP
Cuyahoga West members will be available to 
offer assistance.  Bring your laptop, iPad or use 
the library equipment.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 15, 6:45-8:30 p.m.
OHIO’S LOST GRAVES
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio Genealogical So-
ciety, welcomes guest speaker Scott Power, the 
Ohio History Hunter. The presentation will focus 
on research and field work used in the location, 

recovery and preservation of graves forgotten 
by time.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Thursday, March 16, 4-6 p.m.
BV60+ MARCH MADNESS MIXER
Catch all the action of the first day of NCAA 
March Madness surrounded by screens! You 
don’t have to be a basketball fan to enjoy the 
scene. Grab a drink and a bite to eat and meet 
new people. Register on MyActiveCenter.com 
by March 14. Email twendell@cityofbayvillage.
com with questions.
Yard House, 160 Union St., Crocker Park

Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
HOLISTIC FAIR
Visit our vendors, participate in holistic activi-
ties, listen to our speakers, have a psychic read-
ing, step outside to stroll through the medita-
tion garden, or walk the labyrinth. Everything 
holistic, metaphysical, and spiritual, all in one 
place! $5 admission. For details, visit www.har-
monicjourneys.net.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd.,  
Westlake

UPCOMING EVENT? Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE – PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT THE PRINTING OF THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

Contact the Observer for ad details: call 440-409-0114 or email staff @wbvobserver.com


